4 Nov 2022 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


From: Command Historian, Naval Hospital Beaufort 
Subj: STREET NAMES ABOARD NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY BEAUFORT 
1. Pinckney Blvd. Cook First Class William Pinckney (Navy Cross in WWII) 


Navy Cook Ist Class William Pinckney received the Navy Cross for his courageous rescue of a 
fellow crewmember aboard USS Enterprise (CV-6) during the Battle of Santa Cruz Islands, 26 
October 1942. 


Pinckney was born on 27 April 1915 in Dale, Beaufort County, South Carolina. He enlisted in 
the Navy on 3 August 1938, and attended boot camp at Great Lakes, Illinois. He reported to USS 
Enterprise (CV-6) as a cook after completing “A” School. 


The Enterprise took part in the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands in October 1942. On October 26, 
the ship was struck by two 250 kg bombs that killed 44 men and wounded 75. Pinckney's battle 
station was an ammunition handling room on the ship. When one of the bombs penetrated the 
flight deck; the explosion knocked Pinckney unconscious 
and killed four of the other five sailors in the compartment 
with him. Pinckney and the other surviving Sailor 
attempted to exit through a hatch to the hangar deck above. 
When the other Sailor grasped the scorching hatch, he fell 
back unconscious. Despite the suffocating smoke, flames, 
and gasoline fumes surrounding him, Pinckney picked up 
the unconscious Sailor and lifted him through the hatch to 
safety before he climbed up himself. Pinckney was the 
second, and one of only four African Americans to receive 
the Navy Cross during World War II. 


After returning to Hawaii, Pinckney was treated for shrapnel wounds 
and third degree burns. He spent the remainder of his time in the 
Navy at a boat basin in San Diego, California. Pinckney was 
discharged on 30 June 1946 as a Cook First Class. 


Pinckney passed away on 21 July 1976 at his home in Beaufort, 
South Carolina. He is buried in the Beaufort National Cemetery. 


His widow, Mrs. Henrietta M. Pinckney, later sponsored the USS 
Pinckney (DDG-91), which was laid down 16 July 2001 at 
Pascagoula, Mississippi, by Ingalls Shipbuilding Division, Litton 

H Industries, launched 26 June 2002, and commissioned 29 May 2004. 
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2. Saunders Road. Major John Saunders (Commanded Fort Nelson at Hospital Point on what is 
now the grounds of Naval Medical Center Portsmouth). 


Naval Hospital Portsmouth was the first hospital 
built in the Navy Medicine fleet of hospitals. On 
its property is a marker erected over the grave of 
Major John Saunders (1771-1810), who 
commanded Forts Nelson and Norfolk. Fort 
Nelson, now demolished, was near the hospital’s 
site. The marker is located on what is called 
Hospital Point. The housing area on NSF 
Beaufort is also called Hospital Point. 


3. McGuire Court. Chief Pharmacist's Mate Fred Henry. McGuire, USN (Medal of Honor pre- 
wwi 


Fred H. McGuire received the Medal of Honor for 
his actions while serving as a Hospital Apprentice 
with a scout party attached to USS Pampanga (PG- 
39) detailed to capture enemy Moros outlaws at 
Mundang, Basilan [sland, Philippine Islands on 24 
September 1911. U.S. Naval History and Heritage 
Command Photograph 


Medal of Honor citation of Hospital Apprentice Fred 
Henry McGuire, USN (as printed in the official 
publication "Medal of Honor, 1861-1949, The 
Navy", page 94): 


“While attached to the U.S.S. Pampanga, McGUIRE was one of a shore party moving in to 
capture Mundang, on the island of Basilan, Philippine Islands, on the morning of 24 September 
1911. Ordered to take station with 100 yards of a group of nipa huts close to the trail, McGUIRE 
advanced and stood guard as the leader and his scout party first searched the surrounding deep 
grasses, then moved into the open area before the huts. Instantly enemy Moros opened point- 
blank fire on the exposed men and approximately 20 Moros charged the small group from inside 
the huts and from other concealed positions, McGUIRE, responding to the calls for help, was one 
of the first on the scene. After emptying his rifle into the attackers, he closed in with rifle, using 
it as a club to wage fierce battle until his comrades arrived on the field, when he rallied to the aid 
of his dying leader and other wounded. Although himself wounded, McGUIRE ministered 
tirelessly and efficiently to those who had been struck down, thereby saving the lives of two who 
otherwise might have succumbed to enemy-inflicted wounds." 
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4. Caron Circle. Hospital Corpsman Third Class Wayne Maurice Caron (Medal of Honor, Viet 
Nam) 


HM3 Caron (November 2, 1946 ~ July 28, 1968) was assigned 
to Headquarters and Service Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Marine Regiment, Ist Marine Division (Reinforced). On July 
28, he was killed in action during an intense firefight while 
serving as a platoon corpsman with K Company in Quang Nam 
Province, South Vietnam. Before he was killed, he was 
wounded three separate times by enemy fire while he moved to 
render aid to his fallen Marines. The 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines 
lost 18 Marines besides Caron that day. 


For heroic actions above and beyond the call of duty, he was 
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 


His MOH citation reads 


“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while serving as platoon corpsman with Company K, during combat operations against 
enemy forces. While on a sweep through an open rice field, HC3c. Caron's unit started receiving 
enemy small-arms fire. Upon seeing two marine casualties fall, he immediately ran forward to 
render first aid, but found that they were dead. At this time the platoon was taken under intense 
small-arms and automatic-weapons fire, sustaining additional casualties. As he moved to the aid 
of his wounded comrades, HC3c. Caron was hit in the arm by enemy fire. Although knocked to 
the ground, he regained his feet and continued to the injured marines. He rendered medical 
assistance to the first marine he reached, who was grievously wounded, and undoubtedly was 
instrumental in saving the man's life. HC3c. Caron then ran toward the second wounded marine, 
but was again hit by enemy fire, this time in the leg. Nonetheless, he crawled the remaining 
distance and provided medical aid for this severely wounded man. HC3c. Caron started to make 
his way to yet another injured comrade, when he was again struck by enemy small-arms fire. 
Courageously and with unbelievable determination, HC3c. Caron continued his attempt to reach 
the third marine until he was killed by an enemy rocket round. His inspiring valor, steadfast 
determination, and selfless dedication in the face of extreme danger, sustain and enhance the 
finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.” 


5. Ray Circle. Hospital Corpsman Second Class David Robert Ray (Medal of Honor, Viet 
Nam) 


HM2 Ray was assigned to Battery D, 2nd Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, Ist Marine Division 
(Reinforced), located at An Hoa, South Vietnam. In the early morning of March 19, 1969, Fire 
Support Base Phu Loc 6, located on a hill adjacent to Liberty Bridge in Quang Nam Province 
and the command post of the Ist Battalion, Sth Marines located near them, were both attacked by 
an estimated battalion of People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN) soldiers. Ray, the senior corpsman 
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for Battery D, moved from parapet to parapet during the 
attack rendering medical aid to his wounded Marines. 
While doing this he was seriously wounded and then had 
to confront two PAVN soldiers attacking his position, 
killing one and wounding another. After he refused to be 
aided by the other Battery D corpsman, he continued his 
lifesaving efforts under incoming enemy fire. 


Ray's final act of heroism was aiding and protecting a 
wounded Marine after he had run out of ammunition. He 
placed himself upon the Marine after he saw a PAVN 
grenade land near them. Ray died after the grenade blast, 
\ while the Marine he sacrificed his life for lived. Ray and 
\ eleven Marines from Battery D and two Marines and one 
i @ Navy corpsman from the Ist Battalion, Sth Marines 

| command post, were killed in the attack, 


His MOH citation reads: 


“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while serving as a HC2c. with Battery D, 2d Battalion, at Phu Loc 6, near An Hoa. During 
the early morning hours, an estimated battalion-size enemy force launched a determined assault 
against the battery's position, and succeeded in effecting a penetration of the barbed-wire 
perimeter. The initial burst of enemy fire caused numerous casualties among the marines who 
had immediately manned their howitzers during the rocket and mortar attack. Undaunted by the 
intense hostile fire, HC2c. Ray moved from parapet to parapet, rendering emergency medical 
treatment to the wounded. Although seriously wounded himself while administering first aid to a 
marine casualty, he refused medical aid and continued his lifesaving efforts. While he was 
bandaging and attempting to comfort another wounded marine, HC2c. Ray was forced to battle 
two enemy soldiers who attacked his position, personally killing one and wounding the other. 
Rapidly losing his strength as a result of his severe wounds, he nonetheless managed to move 
through the hail of enemy fire to other casualties. Once again, he was faced with the intense fire 
of oncoming enemy troops and, despite the grave personal danger and insurmountable odds, 
succeeded in treating the wounded and holding off the enemy until he ran out of ammunition, at 
which time he sustained fatal wounds, HC2c. Ray's final act of heroism was to protect the patient 
he was treating. He threw himself upon the wounded marine, thus saving the man's life when an 
enemy grenade exploded nearby. By his determined and persevering actions, courageous spirit, 
and selfless devotion to the welfare of his marine comrades, HC2c. Ray served to inspire the men 
of Battery D to heroic efforts in defeating the enemy. His conduct throughout was in keeping 
with the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.” 
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6. Ballard Circle. Hospital Corpsman Second Class 
Donald Everett Ballard (Medal of Honor, Viet Nam) 


Upon returning from rendering care on two heat 
casualties, his platoon came under a determined ambush 
from the North Vietnamese Army (NVA). Noticing an 
injured Marine, Ballard dashed to the man’s aid, treating 
his wounds. He directed four Marines to form a litter 
team to evacuate the almost dead Marine when he spotted 
an incoming enemy grenade. Ballard threw himself on 
the explosive device, protecting his brothers. Realizing 
the grenade failed to explode, he quickly threw it out of 
harms way as it exploded. He stood back up and 
continued the fight, treating the other Marine casualties. 
For his actions, he received the Medal of Honor in a 
ceremony with President Richard Nixon and General 
William Westmoreland. 


7. Harris Road. Nurse Harriet A. Harris* 

* I’m not certain about this one. There is a Medal of Honor recipient, 2"4 Lt James L. Harris, but 
he doesn’t appear to have had any connection with Navy Medicine. Thus, the street name is 
much more likely named after Nurse Harris. 


Harriet A. Harris's career with the Navy began in 1918 when her name was submitted by the Red 
Cross for possible service in the Navy's hospitals. Officially appointed a Reserve Nurse in the 
Navy Nurse Corps on 30 March 1918, Harris was ordered to active duty at the Naval Hospital in 
Chelsea, Massachusetts. She served in this post for just over two years until she was transferred 
to Great Lakes Naval Hospital in November 1920. 


Harris resigned her appointment in 1921, but was reappointed at her own request only a month 
later. Following her reappointment, Harris returned to duty in Chelsea. She continued her 
service as a Reserve Nurse until 1932, holding billets in shore hospitals at San Diego, Mare 
Island, Pearl Harbor, and on board USS Chaumont and USS Relief. 


In January 1932, Harris's appointment as a Reserve Nurse was rescinded and she was named a 
Nurse, USN. She held this designation in the Navy Nurse Corps until being placed on the 
Retired list on 1 May 1933. 


8. Willis Road. Pharmacist’s Mate First Class John Harlan Willis (Medal of Honor, WWII) 


On February 19, 1945, PhMIc Willis landed with the 3rd Battalion, 27th Marines on Iwo Jima. 
He participated in the Battle of lwo Jima as a rifle company platoon corpsman and, on February 
28, while aiding fallen Marines during a fierce action near Japanese-held Hill 362, he was 
wounded by shrapnel and ordered back to the battle-aid station. Disregarding his injuries, Willis 
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returned to the battle area to resume casualty assistance. He was 
treating a wounded Marine when the enemy attacked his position 
with hand grenades. After throwing eight grenades back at the 

enemy, he was killed when a ninth grenade exploded in his hand. 


Willis, aged 23 at his death, was buried at Rose Hill Cemetery in his 
hometown of Columbia, Tennessee. 


On December 3, 1945, his widow was presented the Medal of Honor 

on her husband's behalf by the Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal, 
during a ceremony in Washington, D.C. Present were Willis’ mother, 
son, sister-in-law, and grandfather. 


His citation reads: 


“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty as platoon corpsman serving with the 3d Battalion, 27th Marines, 5th Marine 
Division, during operations against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 
28 February 1945. Constantly imperiled by artillery and mortar fire from strong and 
mutually supporting pillboxes and caves studding Hill 362 in the enemy cross-island 
defenses, Willis resolutely administered first aid to the many marines wounded during the 
furious close-in fighting until he himself was struck by shrapnel and was ordered back to 
the battle-aid station. Without waiting for official medical release, he quickly returned to 
his company and, during a savage hand-to-hand enemy counterattack, daringly advanced 
to the extreme front lines under mortar and sniper fire to aid a marine lying wounded in a 
shell hole. Completely unmindful of his own danger as the Japanese intensified their 
attack, Willis calmly continued to administer blood plasma to his patient, promptly 
returning the first hostile grenade which landed in the shell hole while he was working 
and hurling back seven more in quick succession before the ninth one exploded in his 
hand and instantly killed him. By his great personal valor in saving others at the sacrifice 
of his own life, he inspired his companions, although terrifically outnumbered, to launch 
a fiercely determined attack and repulse the enemy force. His exceptional fortitude and 
courage in the performance of duty reflect the highest credit upon Willis and the U.S. 
Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country.” 


9. Litchfield Lane. Pharmacist’s Mate Third Class John Russel 
Litchfield (Distinguished Service Cross, WWI) 


His citation: reads: 
The Distinguished Service Cross is presented to John Russell 


Litchfield, Pharmacist's Mate Third Class, U.S. Navy, for 
extraordinary heroism in action near Thiacourt, France, on 


6 
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September 15, 1918. Pharmacist's Mate Litchfield displayed exceptional bravery in giving first 
aid to the wounded under shell fire. He was killed while taking a wounded soldier out of a 
trench to the rear. 


10. Bryant Avenue. Dr. Emory Bryant (the Father of Naval Dentistry - Navy’s first official 
dentist). 


The Dental Corps was authorized by an Act of Congress on Aug. 22, 1912. But the distinction 
of who was the Navy’s first dentist is not as clear-cut. For example, when the Dental Corps 
celebrated its centennial in 2012, a discussion arose as to who should rightfully be regarded as 
the Navy’s first dentist. Officially, the first naval dentist is Dr. Emory Bryant, “the Father of 
Naval Dentistry,” who received his appointment on Oct. 23, 1912. But naval medical historians 
Jan K. Herman, André B. Sobocinski, and Michael Rhode have good-naturedly put forth some 
other candidates for de facto consideration as the Navy’s first dentist. (Bryant Road used to run 
from Harris Road to the former Bachelor Officer Quarters, building 8, that was located in what is 
now a clearing on the left of Harris Road as you’re driving towards the CO’s house. A fire 
hydrant emplaced to support building 8 is still in that clearing). 


11. Direct comments or questions about this MFR to Naval Hospital Beaufort Command 
Historian Ronald V.A. Marcell at ronaldvmarcell.civ@health.mil, or 843-228-5494. 


wie ee 
R.V.A. MARCEEL 


